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The territorial sovereignty of China, nevertheless, remains unim- 
paired and the Government of the United States has every confidence 
in the repeated assurances of the Imperial Japanese Government that 
while geographical position gives Japan such special interests they 
have no desire to discriminate against the trade of other nations or to 
disregard the commercial rights heretofore granted by China in treaties 
with other Powers. 

The Governments of Japan and the United States deny that they 
have any purpose to infringe in any way the independence or terri- 
torial integrity of China and they declare, furthermore, that they 
always adhere to the principle of the so-called "Open Door" or equal 
opportunity for commerce and industry in China. 

Moreover, they mutually declare that they are opposed to the acqui- 
sition by any government of any special rights or privileges that would 
affect the independence or territorial integrity of China or that would 
deny to the subjects or citizens of any country the full enjoyment of 
equal opportunity in the commerce and industry of China. 

I take this opportunity to convey to you, Sir, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

K. Ishii, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Japan on Special Mission. 

Honorable Robert Lansing, 

Secretary of State. 



DECLARATION OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT CONCERNING NOTES EX- 
CHANGED BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES ON NOVEMBER 
2, 1917 * 

November 12, 1917 

The following declaration of the Chinese Government concerning 
the notes exchanged between the Governments of the United States 
and Japan, dated November 2, 1917, was handed to the Secretary of 
State by the Chinese Minister on November 12, 1917: 

The Government of the United States and the Government of Japan 
have recently, in order to silence mischievous reports, effected an ex- 

1 Official Bulletin, November 14, 1917, p. 2. 
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change of notes at Washington concerning their desires and intentions 
with regard to China. Copies of the said notes have been communicated 
to the Chinese Government by the Japanese Minister at Peking, and 
the Chinese Government, in order to avoid misunderstanding, hastens 
to make the following declaration so as to make known the views of 
the government. 

The principle adopted by the Chinese Government toward the 
friendly nations has always been one of justice and equality, and con- 
sequently the rights enjoyed by the friendly nations derived from the 
treaties have been consistently respected, and so even with the special 
relations between countries created by the fact of territorial contiguity, 
it is only in so far as they have already been provided for in her existing 
treaties. Hereafter the Chinese Government will still adhere to the 
principle hitherto adopted, and hereby it is again declared that the 
Chinese Government will not allow herself to be bound by any agreement 
entered into by other nations. 
Chinese Legation, 
November 12, 1917. 

PROCLAMATION OF ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS PRESCRIBING THE 
CONDUCT OP ALIEN ENEMIES 

No. 1408. November 16, 1917 

Whereas the Congress of the United States in the exercise of the 
constitutional authority vested in them have resolved, by joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate and House of Eepresentatives bearing date of April 
6th, 1917, "That the state of war between the United States and the 
Imperial German Government which has been thrust upon the United 
States is hereby formally declared"; 

Whereas it is provided by Section four thousand and sixty-seven 
of the Revised Statutes, as follows; 

Whenever there is declared a war between the United States and any foreign 
nation or government, or any invasion or predatory incursion is perpetrated, at- 
tempted or threatened against the territory of the United States, by any foreign 
nation or government, and the President makes public proclamation of the event, 
all natives, citizens, denizens, or subjects of the hostile nation or government, being 
males of the age of fourteen years and upwards, who shall be within the United 
States, and not actually naturalized, shall be liable to be apprehended, restrained, 
secured, and removed, as alien enemies. The President is authorized, in any such 
event, by his proclamation thereof, or other public act, to direct the conduct to be 



